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PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY:   
 
To provide a guideline for administration to recover costs or to invoice for fire calls that fire 
departments have responded to in the Municipal District. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
POLICY STATEMENT: 
The Municipal District of Peace has encouraged the formation of volunteer fire departments and has 
entered into mutual aid agreements with other municipalities in order to preserve life and property 
from injury or destruction by fire and accidents. Council wishes to reduce some of the costs of 
extinguishing fires or responding to incidents in the Municipality that are currently paid for by levying 
taxes to all property owners. Where there are third party costs invoiced to the Municipality for a fire or 
emergency response in the MD, those third-party costs will be charged to the landowner where the 
fire originated. Costs paid by the MD for Brownvale and Berwyn Volunteer Fire Department attendance 
at MD fires will generally not be charged to the landowner where the fire originated. 
 
1. Once Administration has received invoices for a fire, such as from Grimshaw or Peace River Fire 
    Departments, Alberta Forestry or for equipment rentals, those costs will be invoiced to the  
    landowner where the incident occurred or originated.  
 
2. If a fire is considered to be negligent by the Fire Chief(s) responding to the incident, Administration  
    will invoice fire fines to the landowner/occupant/renter where the fire occurred or originated, said 
    fines as set out in the MD’s current Fees and Charges Bylaw, and which rates may change from time  
    to time. 
 
3. Within 30 days of being mailed an invoice for fire charges and/or fines, if the person charged feels  
    he/she cannot pay the fees, he/she may appeal in person to the Municipal Council. The decision of  
    Council will be final and binding. 
 
4. If invoices are not paid within 90 days, as per Bylaw No. 17/2018, the CAO is empowered to levy the  
 fees against the land where the fire originated, as taxes due and owing. 
 
5. Costs for volunteer fire department responses to all motor vehicle accidents (MVA) on provincial  
    highways will continue to be invoiced directly to Alberta Transportation. 
 
6. Should the MD’s volunteer fire departments respond to a mutual aid call in a neighboring 
    municipality, the MD will invoice that municipality as per the applicable Mutual Aid Agreement rates. 
 


